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December, 2009 

Volume XII, Issue XII 

Spotsylvania Presbyterian Church 

Worship Committee Update 
By Andy Dorman, Elder of Worship 

      

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 

earth! Serve the Lord with gladness; come 

into his courts with praise! Psalm 100:1-2 

 

     The Worship Committee is responsible for supporting 

all those that lead worship at Spotsylvania Presbyterian 

Church.  Those visible leaders include the Pastor, Worship 

Leaders, Praise Team, Choir, Bell Choir, Instrumentalist, 

and others that lead the service each Sunday morning. The 

less visible support includes ushers, communion preparers, 

schedulers, and the "invisible" helpers that allow us to fo-

cus on our worship experience. 

     December fast approaches, and with it, Advent. This 

year, the first Sunday in Advent is November 29.  Com-

munion will be served on December 6.  There will be a 

Celebration of the Word in Music on Sunday, December 13 

at the morning worship services.  Christmas Eve is on a 

Thursday this year.  Those services are as follows: 

 
§ Family Service, 6:00 p.m. 

§ Contemporary Communion Service, 8:00 p.m. 

§ Traditional Candlelight Communion Service, 10:00 p.m. 

 

     Christmas Flower Memorials (Poinsettias) will be of-

fered again this year.  Please check the bulletin for details. 

     As we approach our 25th anniversary next year, you 

may wonder what would be helpful for our church.  The 

first thing you can do is pray!  We start with worship by 

preparing our hearts to come before the Lord reverently.  

Pray for our Pastor, our Worship Leaders, and all those who 

lead us every week.  Pray for our staff:  our Youth Director, 

our Children's Director, and our office staff. All these peo-

ple contribute during the week in preparation for Sunday 

morning services. 

     If you feel a tug, we can use your help.  There's always 

a need for lay readers, ushers, communion preparers, com-

mittee members, and those to help in all the details that 

support worship.  If you volunteer by filling out a form on 

Commitment Sunday, we will contact you.  If you're still 

deciding where best to serve, please contact any one of the 

Worship Committee members you may know or Andy 

Dorman, Elder for Worship. 

     Whether you join us or our call to one of the other min-

istries at SPC, please pray for the Worship Committee and 

all the other members of the congregation as we go forth to 

new challenges in the coming year. 
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   7 - Youth News    24 - Christmas Eve Services 

   8 - Deaconõs Corner 

 10 - Servant Schedule 

Web Site Improvements for 

www.SPContheWeb.org 
By Stan Huie 

 

     We are working to make the church web site more use-

ful and informative.  Church members and guests who are 

on the roster and have an e-mail on file can now login to 

access the church directory, calendar, and can also update 

your personal information.  For your first-time login, you 

will enter your name and e-mail address.  This will be 

checked against the database and you will be sent a tempo-

rary password.  Using this, you will create your own pass-

word.   

 You can also now download and podcast Sunday Ser-

mons from the web site.  Planned future improvements 

include a ñTaste of SPCò slide and video presentation and 

interactive registrations for church activities.  Stay tuned.  

Contact Stan Huie for questions and suggestions. 
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) 
By Bill Mickelson  
 

     We have a lot of exciting events planned 

for SAM this year. Come join us for the fun 

and fellowship of being a Senior and being a 

member of the ñGO ï GOò Group. 

     Small Group Discussion/Bible Study Sponsored by 

SAM:   Reverend Sue Cyre is leading a small group dis-

cussion/Bible study at SPC on Thursdays, resuming Janu-

ary 7, 2010.  This is for both men and women.  In response 

to Mosesô request that Pharaoh let Godôs people go, Phar-

aoh asks, ñWho is the LORD that I should obey him?ò  

God reveals Himself in the book of Exodus as He answers 

the Pharaohôs question.  We will learn who this LORD is 

and that He alone is worthy of our trust and love.  Come 

and join us weekly for Bible study and fellowship on 

Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. at the church starting January 7.  

Bring a bag lunch.  This discussion / study and time is in-

tended to accommodate those persons that do not want to 

drive at night, as well as provide a social time that is not 

otherwise available. 

     December 13 - SAM Christmas Luncheon:  This 

luncheon will be held in a private dining room at Ryanôs 

Steak House in Central Park (next to Wal-Mart) at 12:15 

p.m.  The cost is $13.00 per person.  This includes dinner, 

gratuity, and tax and must be paid in advance.  Please 

make your check out to SPC with ñSAM Event ï Christ-

mas Luncheonò in the memo line.  Place your check (NO 

CASH) in the Communication Box ï not in the offering 

plate.  The sign-up deadline is December 8, so sign up 

early.  This event will be on our regular luncheon date, but 

will be held at Ryanôs instead of Old Country Buffet. 

     December 13 - National Symphony Orchestra (NSO) 

Pops Christmas Show:  Happy Holidays! / Marvin Ham-

lisch, Conductor:  Step out of the cold and allow time-

honored holiday classics to warm your heart!  The NSO 

Pops captures the spirit of the holiday season in this Ken-

nedy Center tradition.  The bus will leave the Leeôs Hill 

South Community Center at 3:30 p.m.  The cost is $50.00 

per person for the bus and performance.  The tickets are 

half price for good seats -- an amazing deal!  The meal is 

on your own in the Kennedy Center Café. 

     February 6, 2010 - SPC Church-Wide SAM Spon-

sored Blood Drive:  Put this on your calendar. 

     March 31 - April 1, 2010, Lancaster, PA:  We are 

planning to see the new production of ñJosephò at the 

spectacular Millennium Theater.  This 2-day trip includes:  

lodging at the beautiful Eden Resort, dinner at ñGood & 

Plentyò, buffet breakfast at the resort, the amazing produc-

tion of ñJosephò, a back stage tour of the Millennium 

Theater, and more.  The cost is $233.00 per person.   A 

deposit of $50.00 per person will hold your place.  Final 

payment is due the end of February. 

     Contact the Mickelsonôs at 891-8681 or 

bnmick@comcast.net for additional information on any of 

these events. 

The Chrismon Tree 

By Alan Hager 

     In 1957, Frances Kips Spencer created the first Chris-

mon tree. She coined the term Chrismon as a combination 

of Christ + monogram to reflect her desire to create deco-

rations for Christmas trees that ñproclaim the name, the 

life, and the saving acts of Jesus Christ.ò   

     The purpose was to make homemade ornaments to 

show central symbols of the Christian faith.  Chrismons 

are traditionally white and gold to reflect the colors of the 

Christmas season.  The symbols can include historic sym-

bols of the faith.  Crosses are often prominent on Chris-

mon trees. 

     SPC has enjoyed a Chrismon tree in the Sanctuary for 

many years.  These are primarily handmade ornaments 

created by the loving hands of church members.  During 

Advent, we will be sharing with the children during the 

worship services the significance and symbolism of the 

Chrismons. 

 

End of the Year Giving 
By Alan Hager 

 

     Your end-of-year financial gifts 

to the church are greatly appreci-

ated.  As you may be aware, the 

church has recently changed the 

presentation of the financial information in the weekly 

bulletin to communicate as clearly as possible the actual 

condition of the church finances.  We are blessed by the 

generosity of the church family, but we do face budget 

issues.   

     As the Lord leads you, please remember the church in 

your giving for the remainder of 2009.  Also, remember 

that all contributions need to be received at the church by 

December 31 in order to be credited to your 2009 giving 

record and tax information. 

 

mailto:bnmick@comcast.net
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Note:  At the Congregational Meeting, it was discovered that the SAM 

portion of the report was not correct.  We wanted to make the correct 

information available to SPC members, so we are including it in the 

SPC Post.  Please see below for the SAM Annual Report. 

 

 

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)  

Annual Report 
By Bill Mickelson  

 

     The SAM is very much alive and well. 

We have been very busy with our Outreach Programs.  We 

have over 200 SAM members and friends, many of whom 

volunteer in all of the various ministries of SPC.  We are 

focused on the SPC purpose:  to glorify God by the trans-

formation of lives through the power of Jesus Christ and of 

being a caring community in covenant with God, building 

disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The purpose of SAM is 

to provide programs and events of fellowship for senior 

adults at SPC and the community. 

     Our SAM committee is made up of committed volun-

teers: Ed and Alma Jones, Sue Pauling, Martie Levere, 

Margaret Anne Crickman, and Nancy and Bill Mickelson, 

Elder for SAM. Within the committee there are coordina-

tors for special events, sunshine to provide friendship 

cards, get-well-cards, and sympathy cards, Sunday Lunch, 

and special projects.  Several small groups meet in private 

homes around the Fredericksburg area, as well as at SPC 

on Wednesday night.  Small Group Discussion / Bible 

Study sponsored by SAM:  Rev. Sue Cyre is leading a 

small group discussion / Bible study at SPC every Thurs-

day.  We are learning who this LORD is and that He alone 

is worthy of our trust and love.   In response to Mosesô 

request that Pharaoh let Godôs people go, Pharaoh asks, 

ñWho is the LORD that I should obey himéò God reveals 

Himself in the book of Exodus as He answers the Phar-

aohôs question.  Come and join us weekly for Bible study 

and fellowship on Thursday at 11:00 a.m. at the church.  

Bring a bag lunch.  This discussion / study and time is in-

tended to accommodate both men and women that do not 

want to drive at night, as well as provide a social time that 

is not otherwise available. 

     Some other activities that seniors are involved in:  Riv-

erside Dinner Theater; picnics (Pastor Hagerôs in June and 

the Mickelsonôs in September), and our Christmas Lunch-

eon at Ryanôs Steak House; Retreat for Older Adults at 

Camp Hanover; SAM-sponsored Red Cross Blood Drive 

(SPC blood donations were 35 units in February and 27 

units in August).  Bus trips to include:  Military TATTOO 

in Norfolk, Gettysburg, PA. Grand Canyon of PA. Na-

tional Symphony Orchestra (NSO) at the Kennedy Center 

in Washington DC, Wayside Dinner Theater in Middle-

town, VA.  It has been said that there are three categories 

of senior citizens:  the no-goôs, the slow-goôs and the go-

goôs.  Our SAM group definitely belongs to the go - goôs! 

      

 

 

     SAM members are busily and happily volunteering in 

all ministries of SPC.  A big ñThank Youò to all those 

serving in these various areas for the glory of God. 

     If you are a senior around 55 years or older and have 

not been involved with SAM, please notify the SPC office  

at 898-4673 or Bill Mickelson at 891-8681, so we can add 

you to our list.  There are many events to come, so keep 

watching the SPC Post and Worship Bulletins for details. 

Come and be a member of our SAM Go-Go Group! 

HELP A NEEDY FAMILY  

THIS CHRISTMAS  
 

SPC will be providing Christmas gifts and food 

for six families this year.  Sign-up sheets are 

posted.  There will also be a sign-up sheet for 

volunteers to deliver the gifts and food to the 

families.  Six numbered boxes will be placed out-

side the Fellowship Hall where donations can be 

dropped off.  All donations must be received no 

later than Sunday, December 20.  If you have any 

questions, please call Debbie Kindig at 582-9622 

or Sherry Leigh at 972-3775. 

Time and Talents 
 

     Church Commitment Material can still be returned to 

the church.  If you have yet to submit your Time and Tal-

ent sheet or financial pledge, please consider dropping it 

off to the church at your convenience.   

 

     The information is very helpful and your participation 

is truly appreciated.  Extra Time and Talent forms can be 

found in the foyer of the Fellowship Hall and the Narthex. 
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ChristmasðThe Time for Sharing 
By Alan Hager 

 

     At the heart of what followers of Jesus celebrate at 

Christmas is the significance of sharing.  Of course Christ-

mas is the story of sharing.  ñFor God so loved the world 

he gave His only Sonéò the Bible tells us.  Christmas 

started with sharing and it continues in our day through the 

sharing of love, gifts, and values we hold dear. 

     Like many churches, SPC has a host of activities during 

Advent to help us prepare for Christmas.  These events can 

feel like we are contributing to the stress and hectic pace 

of the season.  But they are really designed to both edify 

our congregation and reach out to the community around 

us.  So as you think of the seasonal events at church, re-

member to think of what they can mean to you and what 

they can mean as an avenue or opportunity for sharing 

with neighbors and friends who need the love of God in 

their hearts.  In other words, invite a friend to church this 

Advent to join you in one or more of these activities as 

your way of sharing Godôs love.  As you look at the Ad-

vent schedule below, pray for the various events.  Ask that 

God will use them to touch lives with the hope of His love.  

And pray that God will use you (yes, you) to be the avenue 

of His love. 

     Our call to share does not end with the Christmas sea-

son.  We will have a full array of programs and events this 

coming year to help us reach out to our community.  These 

include our ongoing programs of children and youth ac-

tivities, our Wednesday night program, and some special 

events such as menôs and womenôs retreats.  The Founda-

tions Class is an excellent way to learn about our faith and 

can also be a vehicle to share Godôs truth with others.  We 

have the class on a Sunday afternoon several times through 

the course of the year and it is announced in the bulletin.  

The Alpha program is also an excellent program to help 

gain an overview of Christianity.  We will have an Alpha 

course as one of our Wednesday night classes this winter 

and at other times of the week. 

 

Share Godôs Love This Advent: 

 

* December 6 ï The Advent Workshop, 3:30-5:30 p.m.  

Prepare your home and your heart for Christmas with 

gifts and decorations for Christmas. 

* December  13 ï Music Celebration Sunday.  Each ser-

vice will have a unique celebration of scripture, music, 

and teaching. 

* December 24 ï Christmas Eve Services: 

 

¶ 6 p.m. ï Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 

¶ 8 p.m. ï Contemporary Service and Communion 

¶ 10 p.m. ï Traditional Service and Communion 

Session Highlights 

October 15, 2009 
By George Firehammer, Clerk of Session 

 

§ At the Presbytery Meeting in Orange on October 17, 

2009, the Letter of Dismissal was handed out for 

future approval or rejection.  This will control the 

method and means by which congregations in the 

Presbytery would disaffiliate with the denomination.  

A new format for administration in the Presbytery 

will be gradually phased in over 2 years. 

§ Session will forward an approved statement on the 

traditional definition of marriage, between one man 

and one woman for life, to the Task Force on Mar-

riage Commission that is meeting for the GA.  Ses-

sion encourages each member of the congregation to 

also email a personal statement on this matter to 

www.presbycoalition.org . 

§ Session will bring forward to the attention of the 

congregation the serious financial challenge and 

opportunity we have to conduct our ministry and 

missions.  This will be made evident in the addi-

tional line of the budget items in the bulletin and an 

announcement highlighting financial needs. 

§ Session set the date for the Annual Congregational 

Meeting on November 22, 2009, after the 11:00 ser-

vice.   There will be no formal meal because of the 

Alpha meal just prior to this meeting.   The Youth 

Group will hold a fundraiser with a meal, most 

likely a potato bar. 

§ Gregg Woodard announced a new class to run dur-

ing the 11:00 service, ñOperation Worldviewò.  This 

class is designed to generate interest in missions 

with the youth and their parents.  

SPC History Snapshot  
  By John Parkinson 

 

     By January 1984, some forty-five people 

had indicated their intent to become charter 

members of the new church.  The time was 

fast approaching to begin serious planning for a church 

building on the seven-acre Leavells Road building site.  A 

worship service and picnic at the site in July led to the for-

mation of a building committee the next month.  By No-

vember 1984, an architect was hired to design the church 

and move the project forward.  A ground breaking service 

was held on April 12, 1985. 

     As a reminder, pictures and accounts of historical inter-

est are always welcome and may be sent to parkin-

sonjp@comcast.net or placed in the Librarian/Church His-

torian box adjacent to the church office.  You can also 

contact me with any inquiries at (540) 785-4709. 

http://www.presbycoalition.org
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Scouting News 
By Randy Wilson 

 

Boy Scout News 

 
Authors Note: This article marks the Second Anniversary 

of the Scouting News Column! 

 
     The Annual Scouting for Food drive yielded over 750 

pounds of food by both the Troop and Pack 171 that was 

directly transported to SECA. 

 

     Boy Scout Troop 171:  The Troop has been very active 

during November.  They currently have six merit badges 

underway:  American Heritage, Citizenship in the Com-

munity, Communications, Music, Reading, and Scholar-

ship.  We participated in the Annual Scouting for Food 

Drive and some of the boys helped deliver the food to 

SECA.  The Troop has had several visits from Webelos II 

dens making their visits in fulfilling their Arrow of Light 

requirements. 

     The monthôs activities included working on an Eagle 

Scout Service Project at the Izaak Walton League in Spot-

sylvania.  Scoutmaster Butterfield conducted Troop Lead-

ership Training for the boys in leadership positions.  Troop 

171 recognized Pastor Alan Hager for his support to the 

Scouts on November 15. 

     The troop is looking forward to a busy December with 

activities including the Spotsylvania County Courthouse 

Luminary on December 6.  We are also looking forward to 

our Quarterly Court of Honor/Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

for Michael Howie on December 15. 

     On a final note, I would like to thank Mr. Bob Mitchell, 

Committee Chair, for his efforts on the annual re-

chartering of the Troop. 

 

     Cub Scout Pack 171: The Pack has been very busy 

with many activities.  November has been very busy with 

Scouting for Food.  Thank you to Committee Chair Akia 

Smith on completing the annual and Pack re-chartering.  It 

is with great pleasure that I report that Pack 171 has a new 

Cubmaster, our own Mr. Corey Koch.  Thank you to out-

going Cubmaster, Mr. Rob Markiewicz, for all your hard 

work!  The boys are finishing up their popcorn sales and 

are looking forward to the Christmas Parade.  The Webe-

los II dens are making visits to various troops fulfilling 

their Arrow of Light requirements. 

 

Girl Scout News 
     Girl Scout Troop 493 had a busy October with two 

camping trips and the sale of Girl Scout nuts.  Thank you 

to all who supported the girls in their efforts!  This year, 

the money raised went to send boxes for Operation Christ-

mas Child.  The Troop will also be going to see the Nut-

cracker production in which one of our girls is dancing.   

 

     In November, the Troop participated in ñGoodwill to 

Othersò by manning a truck and, as a treat; the girls went 

to Ukrops for lunch.  Troop 493 packed 10 boxes for Op-

eration Christmas Child during one of our meetings. We 

are looking forward to the holidays.  

     Girl Scout Troop 919 broke into small groups to visit 

two local stores and shop.  Well, to shop for Operation 

Christmas Child!  The Daisies and Juniors all had a won-

derful time learning to compromise on which items to 

pick, as well as how to manage the money they had to 

spend and, in the end, they filled 10 shoeboxes!  They de-

livered the boxes to SPC on November 15, when they 

hosted Fellowship Time.  In addition, they participated in 

ñGoodwill to Othersò by passing out informational door 

hangers at their booth sales and by helping to load the 

truck at Ukrops.    

Adopt an ñAngelò  

for Christmas 
By Stan Huie 

 

     Every child has a story.  For one and a half million 

American children, that story is filled with the abandon-

ment, loneliness, and shame that comes from having a 

mom or dad in prison. For many, it may also include fol-

lowing their parents down the same destructive road to 

incarceration.  Through the Angel Tree Program, we find 

ways to reach out to children by sharing Christ's love with 

them at Christmas and by developing year-round relation-

ships. In the end, itôs so much more than giving Christmas 

gifts - it's about camps, outreach programs, and restoring 

families.  Please consider helping us to re-write these sto-

ries from ones of desperation to ones of hope! 

     The starting point for the Angel Tree Program is con-

tact through the Christmas Angel Tree.  A volunteer pur-

chases Christmas presents for a child and that same volun-

teer or other volunteers will deliver presents to the child in 

the name of their incarcerated parent with a Christmas 

message from the parent.  Please consider taking an angel 

from the tree and purchasing Christmas presents.  Two 

Christmas presents for each child will be purchased for 

about fifteen to twenty dollars each with a maximum of 

about thirty to forty dollars per child.  Further instructions 

will be found at the Angel Tree.  Contact Stan Huie for 

additional information. 

 


