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SPC In Focus ï A Confessional Heritage 
By Alan Hager 

 

     I have been highlighting some of the distinctive ele-

ments that make our church special and unique.  I am call-

ing this series - SPC in Focus.  I hope to have a cumulative 

list of these articles archived on our church website soon, 

so people can have a reference point to what is being dis-

cussed.   Last month I described SPC as a biblical church.  

That means we have a core value of being rooted in the 

Bible as the source of our authority for all we do and 

teach. 

     SPC can also be described as a confessional or creedal 

church, and this relates to our core value of being biblical.  

To be a confessional church means to consciously and 

gratefully be part of a particular tradition of church history 

and Christian teaching.  The word confessional comes 

from the Confessions of the churchôs history.  Confessions 

(and creeds) are statements of faith that give shape and 

direction to the church at a particular time in its history.  

For instance, the Westminster Confession is a confession 

of faith that we as Presbyterians cherish.  Likewise, the 

Heidelberg Catechism is a foundational confession of faith 

for Lutherans. 

     In a way, every church is confessional because each 

church is rooted in a portion of the churchôs overall theol-

ogy.  What is quite striking in our day is that most 

churches seem to be reluctant to identify themselves in 

terms of their own history and place in Christian theology.  

The fact that many churches today are no longer using 

their denominational name in their title is one example of 

the trend to move away from a confessional position.  

There are also churches that seek to be non-creedal as a 

core value and stress the ñBible onlyò as their defining 

statement. (continued on pg. 3) 

Missions Awareness Month 
By Susan Weber 

 

ñDeclare His glory among all nations, 

His wonderful deeds                               

among all the peoples.ò  Psalm 96:3 
 

     The most recent events in Haiti tear at the hearts of 

those of us that live in comfort.  Not only are most of the 

worldôs people faced with daily survival ï sometimes des-

perately ï many do so with no hope spiritually.  The SPC 

Missionôs Committee makes its plans and decisions based 

on this knowledge.  February is Missions Awareness 

Month at SPC.  Our hope is that missions will not be rele-

gated to one month a year in your heart awareness, but 

become a life-long passion.  The committee welcomes new 

members interested in missions. 

     We invite you to hear and participate in events planned: 
 

¶ February 7 ï author and mission motivator, Tom Telford, 

will be preaching at both services 

¶ February 13 ï we will have another food packaging event 

for STOPHUNGER (family friendly) 

¶ February 28 ï join us for a free missions lunch prepared 

by the Missions Committee and served by the Campus 

Christian Community immediately following the 11:00 

a.m. worship service. 
 

     So that we can plan adequately, an RSVP would be 

appreciated -- see your church bulletin or call the 

Church Office. 
     The Missions Committee is also sponsoring a new adult 

Sunday School class at 11:00 a.m., called OPERATION 

WORLDVIEW. 

     At SPC, the Session has allocated 12 percent of the 

overall budget for missions in 2010.  The Missions Com-

mittee has the sobering responsibility to prayerfully decide 

how this money is spent.  We recently met and approved 

the 2010 Missions Benevolence Budget.   The balance in 

dollars between U.S. and International mission support is 

about 50/50.  When considering a new mission support 

opportunity, the following five qualifications are consid-

ered:  1) Evangelization potential, 2) Opportunity for di-

rect SPC member involvement, 3) Potential to make a sig-

nificant impact, 4) Geographic balance, and 5) Potential 

for local partnership.  (continued on pg. 2) 



2 

 

      

The following is a list of mission projects that SPC will financially support this next year: 

U.S. 

Virginia, Presbyterian Home & Family Services 

Fredericksburg, Bethany Christian Services 

Fredericksburg, UMW Campus Christian Community 

Disaster Relief (here and abroad) 

Fredericksburg, Hope House 

Virginia, Proclaim and Train, International 

          Steve Battaglia 

Fredericksburg Area Rebuilding Together 

          Supports projects manned by SPC members 

Fredericksburg, Micah Ministries  (new for 2010) 

          Assists the homeless in Fredericksburg 

Fredericksburg, Fredcamp  (new for 2010) 

Spotsylvania, S.E.C.A. 

Fredericksburg, Salvation Army 

Fredericksburg, Downtown Community Dinners 

Fredericksburg, Young Life 

US, Theology Matters (new for 2010) 

New York, the Navigators, Steve & Mary Perry 

International  

Africa, Karbururi, Kenya**  

 Building school blocks and water catchment 

Haiti Outreach Ministries**  

 Pastor Leonôs medical insurance 

 Ministry staff support 

 Medical clinic support 

 Pastor Lucôs support 

Pakistan, Bach Christian Hospital 

 Scott and Joann Armistead 

Peru, Scripture Union of Peru 

 Billy Clarke ministry to street boys 

Honduras, UMW Campus Christian Community 

 Student mission trip 

Turkey, World Horizons 

 Ron and Louise Logan 

Papua, New Guinea, Wycliffe Bible Translators 

 Steve & Mary Lou Walker 

Jordan, World Evangelism  

 Keith & Marti Franchois 

 

**Please note that mission teams sent to Haiti and Kenya do NOT 

use budgeted dollars to fund the trips.  These trips are funded 

solely through fund raising efforts and the contributions of those 

who are part of the team. 

Missions Awareness Month  (cont. from pg. 1) 

"The Great Commission is not an op-

tion to be considered; it is a command 

to be obeyed.ò    -- Hudson Taylor 

SPC History Snapshot  
By John Parkinson 
 

     SPCôs First Pastor:  Following many months of hard 

work, the pastor nominating committee recommended that 

the Reverend Kenneth Hicks be called to minister to the 

new church.  Reverend Hicks came from a pastorate in 

Bryson City, North Carolina.  Ken Hicks preached his first 

sermon to the SPC congregation on February 2, 1986, and 

was installed the next month on March 16.  During this 

period, Reverend Rhyne and Dr. Carson were treated to a 

joyous send-off dinner at Hazelwild Farm in recognition of 

their contributions during SPCôs formative period.  Rever-

end Hicks proved to be a wonderful preacher of the word 

during his tenure.  Ken, his wife Tina, and their two sons, 

Jacob and Josh, were very active in congregational activi-

ties.   Reverend Hicks served SPC until 1993 when he was 

called to a pastorate in Virginia Beach. 

     Pictures and accounts of historical interest are always 

welcome and may be sent to parkinsonjp@comcast or 

placed in the Librarian Church Historian box adjacent to 

the Church Office.  Activity leaders are highly encouraged 

to document their activities and provide copies of summa-

ries and pictures to the historian. 
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An Invitation to Know Christé 
By Patty Lyons 
 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  

John 8:11-13 

     Statistics tell us that event participation is most success-

ful when people attend with or due to an invitation by a 

friend or acquaintance.  We are hoping that you will send 

that invitationé. 

     On Saturday, February 6, at 6:00 p.m., SPC will host an 

Alpha Invitational Dinner.  It is open to anyone here at 

SPC or in the communities surrounding us who want to 

find out more about Christianity or who want to know 

Christ.  There are no pre-requisites, no preaching, no pres-

sure, and not even prayer (at the beginning anyway).  

There are, however, facts, fellowship, friends, and [free] 

food. 

     There are many in our community who need this very 

opportunity to discover what many of us take for granted.  

Sometimes we forget what it was like for us before we 

knew Christ.  Sometimes we forget that where we are in 

our faith walk now is not where others are.  Sometime we 

need to remember that we had to start somewhere ï and 

did, with the help or encouragement of a friend or family 

member.   The Alpha Program can be that ósomewhereô for 

those who need to discover the hope in Christ. 

     Please consider someone that you know who might be 

seeking this opportunity and invite them to the Alpha Invi-

tational Dinner or give them a flyer if you cannot join 

them.  February 6 is only an invitation to learn more ï if 

they choose to.  There is no obligation or pressure for par-

ticipation in the follow-on classes on Sundays or Wednes-

days.  But we would, of course, love to have them con-

tinue.  We can even watch their children for them! 

     Pick up a brochure or share the bulletin insert with 

someone you know.  And give them an opportunity to 

know the light of Christ. 

     For more information, please contact the Church Office 

at 898-4673, the church website at www.spcontheweb.org  

or contact Patty Lyons or Roy Hazelwood. 

Jewelry Wanted! 

    Itõs barely February, but May will be 

here before you know it!  We are in 

search of small items (jewelry, handbags, scarves, 

etc.) for the Spring Haiti Yard sale.  Please place 

your donations in the designated box in the Fellow-

ship Hall Foyer.  Questions?  Call Joan  

Firehammer.  

SPC In Focus ï A Confessional Heritage 
(continued from pg. 1) 

 

     Which brings up a valid question, Why not just be bib-

lical?  What value does being confessional have for us?  

First, let me point out that the core value of being confes-

sional is not at odds with being biblical.  We do not have 

to be one or the other.  A church can be both biblical and 

confessional and ideally needs to be both.  While Presbyte-

rians have historically been seen as a confessional church, 

they also describe church confessions as ñsubordinate stan-

dardsò because even though these statements have impor-

tant value, they are under the authority of the Bible.  So, 

our being a confessional church does not jeopardize our 

commitment to being a biblical church. 

     Furthermore, it is important to be confessional because 

while the Bible is our supreme authority, it is very appar-

ent that churches and individuals can claim to be true to 

the Bible and end up with peculiar and even un-biblical 

views and practices.  As it has been said on many occa-

sions, people can use the Bible to support just about any 

position imaginable.  Having a confession of faith - like 

the Westminster Confession - provides the initial applica-

tion of the truth of the Bible to steer us in a healthy and 

God-honoring direction.  The confessions may not give us 

every answer to every question we may have, but they are 

like the buoy markers in the channel that keep us moving 

in the right path.  Churches without this guidance can be 

vulnerable to the misdirection of charismatic personalities, 

changing cultural trends, and pressures of expedience 

(weôve got to change because that is what works). 

     In our Presbyterian history, there has been a develop-

ment of having one authoritative standard for officers of 

the church in the form of the Westminster Confession to 

having multiple confessions and creeds for the church.  

Today there is a Book of Confessions containing eleven 

different statements of faith.  While each is helpful and 

important, some have noted that there is less clarity about 

our identity and beliefs as a denomination due to these 

multiple expressions of our faith. 

     I am grateful for our heritage as a church and the 

stream of Presbyterian faith and life of which we are a 

part.  It has truly been a rich blessing to the broader Chris-

tian church and even our nation.  Join me in praying for 

our faithfulness to our confessional heritage in the midst of 

changes in our church and world.  If you want to learn 

more about being a confessional church, plan on joining us 

for one of the periodic Foundations Classes that we offer 

at church. 

 

 

http://www.spcontheweb.org/
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) 
By Bill Mickelson  
 

     We have a lot of exciting events planned 

for SAM.  Come join us for the fun and fel-

lowship of being a Senior and being a member 

of the ñGO ï GOò Group. 

     Small Group Discussion / Bible Study Sponsored by 

SAM:   Reverend Sue Cyre is leading a small group dis-

cussion / Bible study at SPC on Thursdays.  This is for 

both men and women.  God reveals Himself in the book of 

Exodus as He answers the Pharaohôs questions.  We are 

learning who this LORD is and that He alone is worthy of 

our trust and love.  Come and join us weekly for Bible 

study and fellowship on Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Calvin Room at the church.  This discussion/study time is 

intended to accommodate those persons that do not want to 

drive at night, as well as provide a social time that is not 

otherwise available. 

     Sunday February 14 - SAM Lunch with Friends :  

Join fellow members and friends at the Old Country Buffet 

on Route 3 for our monthly gathering.  This luncheon is 

the second Sunday of each month (unless otherwise noted) 

and provides great fellowship and food.  No reservations 

needed ï just pay at the door and look for us in the dining 

room.  Tables will be held until 12:45 p.m., so please ar-

rive early.  Any questions, call Martie Levere and remem-

ber we welcome new faces, so please come join us! 

     Wednesday, March 31 ï Thursday April 1, Lancas-

ter, PA:  We are planning to see the new production of 

ñJosephò at the spectacular Millennium Theater.  This 2 

day trip includes:  lodging at the beautiful Eden Resort, 

dinner at ñGood & Plentyò, buffet breakfast at the resort, 

the amazing production of ñJosephò, and a backstage tour 

of the Millennium Theater and more.  The cost is $233.00 

per person.  $50.00 per person will hold your place.  Final 

payment is due Wednesday, February 17. 

Saturday April 17 (Revised) SPC Church Wide SAM-

sponsored Blood Drive:   Put this on your calendar. 

Contact the Mickelsonôs for additional information on any 

of these events. 

 

 

      

Operation Christmas Child Update 
By Marcia Sansone 
 

     I used the EZ pay to pay for shipping for my shoeboxes 

for the first time this past November.   I did this for a few 

reasons:  1) I could pay online with a credit card and, 2) 

they would tell me where my boxes were being sent.  I 

thought it would be really fun to see where my boxes 

went.   Since we sent all 200 boxes together, perhaps your 

box(es) went there as well.  If you have children, itôs fun 

to google the country of Georgia (not the state!), and find 

out what life is like, and how it compares to our life. 

Hereôs the letter they sent me:   

     Greetings and Merry Christmas from Samaritan's 

Purse!  Thank you for participating this season in Opera-

tion Christmas Child and choosing to follow your box. 

     Our records indicate that your gift boxes went to Geor-

gia.  For photos, stories, and other details about the minis-

try of Operation Christmas Child in this country, please go 

to: http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/

Georgia/?src=ezgiveupdate. 

     Simple shoebox gifts let hurting children know that 

they are not forgotten.  These gifts may be the first some 

children have ever received.  Along with the smiles and 

laughter that come with the gifts, children learn about the 

love of Jesus Christ.  This is the power of a simple gift. 

     As you celebrate Christmas, please remember to pray 

for the children who will be receiving your shoebox gifts.  

Ask God to prepare their hearts to receive the greatest gift 

of all, His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Donôt forget  

the upcoming  

Blood Drive!  

 

Saturday, April 17, 2010  

Wednesday Night Dinner Menu  

3 Hamburgers and hotdogs, tater tots, corn, 

salad, and ice cream  

10 Beef stroganoff, noodles, Normandy vegeta-

bles, salad, pizza, jello dessert  

17 Baked pork tenderloin w/ gravy, mashed po-

tatoes, sauerkraut, green beans, salad, ap-

plesauce, pizza, Valentine cookies  

24 Boneless baked chicken, au gratin potatoes, 

peas, salad, pizza, cherry cobbler  

  

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/Georgia/?src=ezgiveupdate
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/Georgia/?src=ezgiveupdate
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 Session Highlights - November 16, 2009 
By George Firehammer 

 

1. Session approved 2010 Budget of $652,776.00 in-

cluding an increase to 12% for Benevolences.  The 

budget will be presented to the Congregation to be 

received by them on November 22, 2009. 

2. Approved Stated Session Meeting for December 14, 

2009, to avoid conflict with Christmas celebration. 

3. Approved sealing of the floor in the Fellowship Hall 

funded by $2,000.00 in the designated fund for Fel-

lowship Hall maintenance and $2,000.00 moved from 

the designated fund FAC 13 Cleaning to the present 

fund for the Fellowship Hall. 

4. All committees will provide a member to participate 

in the 25th Anniversary Committee preparations.  The 

first meeting will take place in December with a se-

ries of events planned to begin in May and end in a 

final event in September or October. 

5. Clerkôs Report 

a) Wedding Request for Matt White and Heather 

Benson on February 20, 2010. 

b) Transfer request from Ashleigh Lewis denied 

since she had been removed on July 24, 1999. 

c)   New members examined and taken oath on Octo-

ber 25, 2009:  Grady (Harrell) and Barbara 

Gordon, Dan (Scott) Williamson, Jr., Robert (Bob) 

and Helen Mitchell, Paul Nickens, and Margo 

Town (wife of Dale). 

6. Approved recommending 2010 Terms of Call for 

Reverend Hager with final figure duplicating Terms 

for 2009 at Pastorôs request.  To be voted on by the 

Congregation on November 22, 2009. 

Session Highlights - December 14, 2009 
By George Firehammer 

 

1. Bob Liebau requested and received permission for the 

Master Plan Study /Work Plan Group to receive any 

site or facility improvement plans 2 weeks prior to 

presentation to Session so that MPWG may be in-

volved in the long range plans.  This is to avoid con-

flicts that may impact the long range plans. 

2. Reverend Hager will be starting a series of articles in 

the newsletter and other venues discussing ongoing 

issues with the GA.  He will begin with defining terms 

like Authoritive Interpretations and Overture.  The 

congregation will have the opportunity to be aware 

and give feedback on these issues. 

3. SPC will have a new host/administrator for our web-

site, Faith Websites.  There will be an initial fee to set 

it up with an annual fee to support it.  We will be able 

to train our staff and volunteers to do the daily updates 

where this was difficult before. 

4. Missions presented the 2010 Benevolences in the 

amount of $69,940.00.  They will be posted by the 

Missions poster. 

5. Our current deficit between actual expenses and in-

come has come down significantly to $6,700.00 at the 

end of November.  We should be on track based on 

previous yearsô giving to be black by the end of the 

year. 

6. Evangelism announced the basic plans for the new 

Alpha Program.  The Alpha Invitational Dinner is 

scheduled for February 6 and the Celebration dinner 

on  May 2.  Bill Mickelson has been kind enough to 

host our weekend retreat at his lake house.  The impor-

tant part the congregation plays is praying for and of-

fering invitations to their neighbors, friends, family, or 

acquaintances that may benefit from this evangelism 

outreach. 

7. Adult Ministry will schedule a combined Sunday 

School class to be a venue to discuss the Manhattan 

Declaration.  It will be timed to coincide closely with 

the Sanctity of Life Sunday. 

8. A baptism was approved for Asher Connelly Everett, 

son of Thane and Gabrielle Everett, to be administered 

by Reverend Hager on January 17, 2010, during the 

11:00 service. 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

 
     All are invited to begin the season of 

Lent with a service of worship in the 

Church Sanctuary on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 17.  The service will begin at 6:30 

p.m. and will include music, prayers, a 

message, and the imposition of ashes.   

     This season leading up to Easter is a time for special 

reflection on oneôs priorities, commitment to Christ, and 

the significance of life.  A nursery and activity for young 

children will be provided.  There will also be dinner served 

at the regular ñWednesday Night Dinnerò time of 5:30 

p.m. 
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Kidsõ Korner 
By Marcia Sansone 

Encouraging children to know and experience the God of Wonder. 

PARENTSõ NIGHT OUT!!!! 

     This extremely popular event is back, 

and has moved back to Valentineõs week-

end.  You will want to make a note of the 

date:  Saturday, February 13, from 

5:30 ï 8:30 p.m.   The youth, with Timôs 
and my help, plan a fun-filled night for chil-

dren up to 5th grade.  The cost is $10 per 

child with a maximum of $25 per family.  

All money will go to the youth mission 

fund. 

 

     What is it, you ask?  We have LOTS of 

youth volunteers to plan activities and help 

that night.  Parents are required to regis-

ter their children ahead of time (so we can plan).  You 

will do this on the small bulletin board in the Childrenõs 

Hallway, available on January 17.  (Donõt worryéwe 

donõt set a limit to the number of children, so no stam-

pede needed!)  We have a nursery and preschool class 

separate from the elementary school kids.  On February 

13, you will drop off your children at 5:30 p.m. (already 

fed dinner), and then you are òfreeó until 8:30 p.m. when 

you return to get them.  This is the 4th year we have had 

this event and it is a blast! 

CALLING ALL FAMILIES:  

Sign up to make a felt Easter/Lent devotion banner!  
One per family.  Check out the information on page 
10 in this newsletter.  We will prep some for you, so 
we need families to sign up on the bulletin board in 
the Childrenõs Hall.  Check it out to see the example 
to get a better idea of what Iõm talking about. 

Communicantsõ Class 

What is the Communicantsõ Class?  This is a four week class geared for children in 

2nd through 5 th  grades to learn more about Communion, baptism, and the family of 

God.  A parent or adult is required to attend with the child each week.   
  

The schedule is:  

 Sunday, February 28  3:00 -5:00 p.m.      Class 1 

 Sunday, March 7   3:00 -5:00 p.m.      Class 2 

Sunday, March 14  3:00 -5:00 p.m.      Class 3 

Sunday, March 21  3:00 -5:00 p.m.      Class 4 

Sunday, March 28  4:00 -5:30 p.m.      Seder Meal  

Wednesday, March 31  6:30 p.m.      Bake Communion Bread 

Thursday, April 1   TBD       Maundy Thursday service  

The students receive their first communion on Maundy Thursday, April 1.  

July 19-23, 2010 

VBS Week!  

Boy Scout Sunday is February 14 th .   

Girl Scout Sunday is March 7 th . 

Scouts:   

Wear your uniform  

that day to church!  

Calling all 3 rd  ï 5 th   

Graders  Who Attend 

the 11:00 Service:  

Would you like to partici-

pate more in worship?  We 

are looking for a few more 

kids to lead the Call to 

Worship on a rotating ba-

sis.  This would only be 2 

to 3 times per year.  If in-

terested, contact Mrs. San-

sone for more information.  
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