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     New Year Greetings to all, here we go into 2010!  Serv-

ing as the Fellowship Elder this past year has been chal-

lenging and rewarding.  Not having been involved with the 

Fellowship Committee before, 2009 has been a learning 

year.  I have made the adjustments with the help of fellow 

committee members and others as well. 

     This past year, the main functions of the committee have 

been Wednesday night dinners, Fellowship Time, church 

picnics, Alpha Kickoff, and celebration dinners.  As I look 

back, I wonder how we managed to pull it all off, but I real-

ize that God gave us the ability through His grace. 

     I see the role of fellowship as being an important ele-

ment to the life of the church.  Fellowship gives members a 

chance to get to know each other better and visit with other 

members and friends at SPC.  Fellowship Time between 

Sunday services offers this opportunity.  Wednesday night 

dinners also gives us a chance to visit with each other, as 

well as take a night off from cooking at home.  The church 

picnic also offers a time to enjoy good food and good com-

pany with our church family. 

     Looking forward to 2010, the Wednesday night program 

and dinners begin again on January 13 and end May 12.  

Fellowship Time will continue and I want to thank all of 

the classes, committees, and individuals that make it possi-

ble.  We will be scheduling potluck dinners, church picnics, 

and other activities.  Letôs remember that this is our 25th 

anniversary year, and there will be a special time of cele-

bration for that. 

     I look forward to 2010 and the good things coming.  Iôm 

just a small part of fellowship, and it would not be possible 

to accomplish our goals without the help of the committee:  

Don and Aleen Barnes, Jiggs and Carol Futrell, Harry and 

Donna McCatharn, Peggy Hazelwood, George and Joan 

Firehammer, Margie Huie, Mark Douglass, D.A. and Caro-

lyn Miller, Hope Goitia, Ed and Alma Jones, and Carole-

Jean Forsing. 

     I am fortunate to have this group to work with.  God has 

blessed me and may you also be blessed in 2010. 
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New Year and a Renewed Focus for SPC  
By Alan Hager 

 

     This month begins not only a new year, but a new dec-

ade as well.  2010 will also mark the 25th anniversary of 

Spotsylvania Presbyterian Church.  It is a time to clarify 

our focus as followers of the Messiah, whose birth we 

have just celebrated.  Consequently, in the coming months 

I will be taking some time to reflect on who we are as a 

church.  I want us to consider and appreciate those things 

that make SPC a special and unique congregation.  These 

will include our beliefs, practices, and priorities in minis-

try.   I will be sharing these reflections both in the newslet-

ter as well as through our church website.  The website 

will have copies of the various topics that have been cov-

ered so the congregation can have a cumulative overview 

of these discussions. 

     In addition to considering who we are as a church, I 

also will be providing material about the situation in our 

denomination.   This coming July there will be a General 

Assembly (GA) of our denomination in Minneapolis, MN.  

Already a number of important items are being forwarded 

to the GA for discussion and debate.   This represents a 

new development for us as a church since we have not 

been very thorough in alerting the congregation to the mat-

ters that will be part of the GAôs business in the past.  Our 

session supports this new approach and also intends to pro-

vide their own insights and perspective on some of the top-

ics that will be addressed at GA 

     My goal in lifting up both our church situation and our 

denominational context is the following:  to motivate us to 

pray for Godôs strength and leading; to deepen the com-

mitment of each member and friend of SPC to be a vital 

part of the mission of our church; and, to prepare us for the 

changing climate in our culture and denomination. 

     So pray with me for our church and the broader church 

family of which we are a part.  Look for the upcoming arti-

cles and feel free to share any feedback you may have. 



2 

 

SPC In Focus ï A Biblical Foundation 
By Alan Hager 

 

     We do a lot of activities and promote a lot of ministries 

here at SPC, but underlying all of them is the solid founda-

tion we have in the Bible.  SPC has been a Bible-based 

church throughout its history.  Of course this is a good 

thing and an emphasis that should be maintained.  But 

what does it really mean to be a Bible-based church?  I 

believe it begins with a conviction that the Bible is the 

Word of God and contains Godôs revelation of His plan for 

all of life. 

     This conviction or confidence in the power and rele-

vance of Godôs Word shapes and informs the various ac-

tivities we share together as a church.  For instance, the 

Bible is the guide that directs our weekly worship services.  

We experience God and grow in our covenant relationship 

with Him according to His truth revealed in the Bible.  We 

sing the scriptures, pray as we are taught in the scriptures, 

teach and preach the gospel according to the scriptures, 

and decide what should and should not be done in worship 

based on the scriptures.  This is a practical application of 

what it means to have a Biblical foundation. 

     In addition to worship, our programs and ministries are 

shaped and directed by the Bible.  We select particular 

mission groups with which to partner based on a shared 

conviction in the authority of the Bible.  We structure a 

comprehensive educational plan for all ages based on the 

Bible.  We handle the stewardship of the churchôs re-

sources according to the teachings of scripture.  We gov-

ern our life together including selecting leaders, setting 

priorities, and making decisions in light of the Bibleôs 

message.  This, too, is what it means to have a Biblical 

foundation. 

     As important as these factors are, there is another com-

ponent of what it means to be a Bible-based congregation.  

That is, we reflect the mission and focus of God Himself.   

Our Biblical foundation means that we are centered on 

Godôs grace in Jesus Christ.  This can be called a Christ-

centered or a gospel-centered approach to the Bible.  It 

lifts up the truth that the Bible first and foremost is about 

Godôs salvation that culminates in the person and work of 

Jesus Christ.  All that we teach as a church and all the dif-

ferent ways we seek to apply the Bible (mentioned above) 

have to keep this perspective in mind. 

     Another way to think of this gospel focused approach 

to the Bible is to think of how we try to live out the teach-

ings of the Bible.  If you find yourself at anytime trying to 

do what the Bible says apart from the transforming power 

of Jesus Christ (the gospel), then you are not really being 

true to the Bible.  (You are also in for a big challenge as 

this is never the way God intended you to follow His 

Word.) 

     I think it is safe to say that a number of individuals and 

a number of churches in our day are trying to take the Bi-

ble seriously but, nonetheless, are not being Biblical in 

their approach.  The popular claim to have ñpracticalò or 

ñrelevantò teachings form the Bible can be a sign of peo-

ple trying to apply the Bibleôs principles without the 

power of the Bibleôs central character- Jesus Christ.  So 

yes, we are a Bible-based church, but we also mean by 

that a church that is growing in the grace of God given to 

us in Jesus Christ. 

     We are blessed with the biblical foundation provided 

to us through the godly legacy of those who have gone 

before us at SPC.  Let us pray that we can be faithful to 

that legacy and build our church on the foundation of 

Godôs Word. 

 

2010 ï The General Assembly 

 

     Some will contend that Presbyterians love meetings.  

Well, thereôs quite a bit of truth in that statement and 

quite a bit for which to be thankful regarding our attach-

ment to meetings.  Presbyterians are a body of Christians 

who believe that Godôs will is best discerned through a 

group of people.  And Godôs people are called to gather 

together (yes, in meetings) to determine how to apply the 

truth of Godôs Word to various situations and circum-

stances.  Specifically, these people are leaders who have 

been elected by the body of people they represent.  If this 

sounds familiar, then you should not be surprised that the 

British sometimes referred to the American Revolution 

as the ñPresbyterian Uprising.ò 

     Each month SPC has elected representatives (called 

elders), who meet to consider various matters related to 

the spiritual health and direction of our congregation.  

Three times a year representatives form churches 

throughout our Presbytery (The James) meet to oversee 

the work of Presbyterian churches in this region,  par-

ticularly the calling of pastors and the coordinating of 

common missions and ministries.  Once every other year 

our denomination has a General Assembly, which is a 

meeting of elected representatives (called commission-

ers) from across the 173 different Presbyteries that com-

prise the PCUSA. 

     In 2010, there will be a General Assembly.  Commis-

sioners will be assigned to serve on various committees 

(yes, more meetings) where various items for considera-

tion will be discussed.  These committees will make rec-

ommendations to the whole body of commissioners on 

their particular items for discussion.  The body of com-

missioners is not bound to act as the committee has sug-

gested and can concur with the recommendation or make 

a different decision. 
     (continued on pg. 3) 
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2010ðThe General Assembly  
(continued from pg. 2) 

 

     Any action taken by the GA regarding the Book of Or-

der and the Book of Confessions is not final.  These poten-

tial changes require the vote of the Presbyteries to ulti-

mately implement the change proposed by the GA.  This 

has led to significant confusion in the past as news reports 

describe actions of a GA as if they were already an accom-

plished fact when actually they were defeated due to the 

voting of individual Presbyteries.   

    Items for this summerôs GA deliberations are now being 

submitted as local presbyteries can make an overture to the 

GA on matters they deem to be important.  Overtures can 

come from individual church sessions who present the 

overture to their own presbytery for concurrence.  If the 

presbytery adopts a churchôs overture it is then forwarded 

to the upcoming GA.  Some presbyteries will support the 

overture from another presbytery rather than drafting their 

own overture. 

     Items for this summerôs GA will also come from ac-

tions of previous GAôs such as reports from Task Forces 

assigned from a prior GA.  One of these reports which will 

be of special interest to the upcoming GA is a Task Force 

report on marriage.  I will be providing additional input on 

this important report in the future.  Remember to follow 

the information about this yearôs GA and our own church 

on the church website, www.spcontheweb.org. 

Session Highlights 

October 15, 2009 
By George Firehammer, Clerk of Session 

 

¶ Session approved 2010 Budget of $652,776.00 includ-

ing an increase to 12% for Benevolences.  The budget 

will be presented to the Congregation to be received 

by them on November 22, 2009. 

 

¶ Approved Stated Session Meeting for December 14, 

2009, to avoid conflict with Christmas celebration. 

 

¶ Approved sealing of the floor in the Fellowship Hall 

funded by $2,000.00 in the designated fund for Fel-

lowship Hall maintenance and $2,000.00 moved from 

the designated fund FAC 13 Cleaning to the present 

fund for the Fellowship Hall. 

 

¶ All committees will provide a member to participate in 

the 25th Anniversary Committee preparations.  The 

first meeting will take place in December with a series 

of events planned to begin in May and end in a final 

event in September or October. 

 

¶ Clerkôs Report 

 

¶ Wedding request for Matt White and Heather 

Benson on February 20, 2010. 

¶ Transfer request from Ashleigh Lewis denied 

since she had been removed on July 24, 1999. 

¶ New members examined and taken oath on 

October 25, 2009:  Grady (Harrell) and Bar-

bara Gordon, Dan (Scott) Williamson, Jr., 

Robert (Bob) and Helen Mitchell, Paul Nick-

ens, and Margo Town (wife of Dale). 

 

Approved recommending 2010 Terms of Call for Rever-

end Hager with final figure duplicating Terms for 2009 at 

Pastorôs request.  To be voted on by the Congregation on 

November 22, 2009. 

SPC History Snapshot  
  By John Parkinson 

 

               In early 1985, attendance at the weekly worship 

exceeded 120 and it was determined that the time had ar-

rived to request that Hanover Presbytery grant a charter to 

the new church.  Eighty-seven members signed the charter 

document, dated May 19, 1985.   

     Today, the charter is proudly displayed on the wall of 

the church Narthex.  With the charter came the election, 

ordination, and installation of the churchôs first class of 

elders and deacons.  At the same time, the selection and 

operation of a pastor nominating committee to locate and 

recommend an initial pastor was a major task facing the 

church leadership.  During this period, Reverend H. Car-

son Rhyne continued to serve as interim pastor. 

    As a reminder, pictures and accounts of historical inter-

est are always welcome and may be sent to parkin-

sonjp@comcast.net or placed in the Librarian Church His-

torian box adjacent to the church office.  Activity leaders 

are highly encouraged to document their activities and pro-

vide copies of summaries and pictures to the historian. 

Come Check Out  

the New Sunday School Class! 
 

SPC is offering a new Sunday School class starting on 

January 24.  This class is "Managing Our Finances God's 

Way" and will be offered at the 11:00 hour in the Heidel-

burg room.  The focus will be on the practical application 

of Biblical financial principles.  Personal wisdom and 

God's blessing will be the goals of the class.  Please con-

tact Rick Spindler, or the Adult Ministry Team, if you 

have any questions. 
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) 
By Bill Mickelson  
 

     We have a lot of exciting events planned 

for SAM. Come join us for the fun and fel-

lowship of being a Senior and being a member 

of the ñGO ï GOò Group. 

 

Small Group Discussion / Bible Study Sponsored by 

SAM:   Reverend Sue Cyre is leading a small group dis-

cussion / Bible study at SPC on Thursdays resuming Janu-

ary 7 2010.  This is for both men and women.  In response 

to Mosesô request that Pharaoh let Godôs people go, Phar-

aoh asks, ñWho is the LORD that I should obey himéò  

God reveals Himself in the book of Exodus as He answers 

the Pharaohôs question.  We are learning who this LORD 

is and that He alone is worthy of our trust and love.  Come 

and join us weekly for Bible study and fellowship on 

Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. at the church starting January 7.  

This discussion / study and time is intended to accommo-

date those persons that do not want to drive at night, as 

well as provide a social time that is not otherwise avail-

able. 

  

WednesdayïThursday March 31 - April 1, 2010, Lan-

caster, PA:  We are planning to see the new production of 

ñJosephò at the spectacular Millennium Theater.  This 2 

day trip includes: lodging at the beautiful Eden Resort, 

dinner at ñGood & Plentyò, buffet breakfast at the resort, 

the amazing production of ñJosephò and a backstage tour 

of the Millennium Theater and more. The cost is $233.00 

per person.  $50.00 per person will hold your place.  The 

final payment is due the end of February. 

 

Due to scheduling conflicts, the SPC - SAM Sponsored 

American Red Cross Blood Drive has been re-

scheduled from Saturday February 6 to Saturday April 

17  Put this on your calendar! 

 

Contact the Mickelsonôs for additional information on any 

of these events. 

 

ADVENT  

WORKSHOP 

 
     A wonderful time was had 

by all!  We had a great turnout 

(more than we expected!)  and 

weôve gotten lots of positive 

feedback from participants.  Old 

and young alike had a great time making advent crafts, 

eating cookies, and enjoying wonderful fellowship.   

     A special ñthank youò to the ladies who pulled it all 

together:  Susan Bosco, Laura Hoppe, Debi Jarman, and 

Mindy Liebau, and to the many volunteers who made it 

possible! 

Congregational Meeting Highlights 
By George Firehammer, Clerk of Session 

 

     The meeting was held on November 22, 2009.  After 

presentation of nominations, a unanimous ballot approved 

the following elders for three year terms: 

 

¶ Bill Mickelson, Senior Adult Ministry, serving 

an additional 3 year term 

¶ Rick Spindler, Adult Ministry 

¶ Jay Mc Ghee, Missions 

 

     The Youth elder position is still open. 

 

     After presentation of nominations, a unanimous ballot 

approved the following deacons with one serving out a one 

year term and the rest serving 3 year terms: 

 

¶ Carol Wagner, one year 

¶ Linda Burch 

¶ Becki Rinker 

¶ James Talley 

 

     One position for deacon remains open. 

 

     The 2010 Budget for $652,777.00 was received by the 

congregation. 

 

     Pastor Alanôs 2010 Terms of Call were approved by the 

congregation with the final amount duplicating 2009.  This 

was in accord with Reverend Hagerôs wishes, due to hard-

ship of current economic conditions in our congregation. 

Donôt forget  

      the upcoming  

               Blood Drive!  

Saturday  

April 17th  
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Kidsõ Korner 
By Marcia Sansone 

Encouraging children to know and experience the God of Wonder. 

PARENTSõ NIGHT OUT!!!! 

This extremely popular event is back, and 

has moved back to February---Valentineõs 

week-end.  You will want to make a note 

of the date:  Saturday, February 

13 th , from 5:30 ï 8:30 p.m.   The 

youth, with Tim & my help, plan a fun-filled 

night for children up to 5th grade.  The 

cost is $10 per child with a maximum of 

$30 per family.  All money will go to the 

youth mission fund. 

 

What is it, you ask?  We have LOTS of 

youth volunteer to plan activities and help 

that night.  Parents are required to regis-

ter their children ahead of time (so we can plan).  You 

will do this on the small bulletin board in the childrenõs 

hallway, available on January 17th.  (Donõt worryéwe 

donõt set a limit to the number of children, so no stam-

pede needed!)  We have a nursery & preschool class 

separate from the elementary school kids.  On February 

13th, you will drop off your children at 5:30 p.m. (already 

fed dinner), and then you are òfreeó until 8:30 p.m. when 

you return to get them.  This is the 4th year we have had 

this event and it is a blast! 

PASSPORT TO 
ADVENTURE  

Kids 4 Christ Club Resumes 
 

Our Wednesday night programs start up again on 

January 13, 2010.  The first two weeks we will focus 

on choosing to live in peace and choosing to work 

together.  On January 27th, weõll have our annual 

special event:  Movie & Pajama Night!  There will be 

many new adult classes offered on January 13th.  Itõs 

a great time to join us! 

SOUPER BOWL  

Our kids help others in our community   

Souper Bowl of Caring is here! Last year the chil-

drenõs classes collected 785 cans/ containers of soup 

& assorted other non-perishable food items in an 

effort to reach our goal of 600 cans.  Anyone can 

donate- just leave your canned food or non-

perishable food in any of the childrenõs Sunday 

School classrooms any Sunday in January.  (We have 

5 of them this year.)  S.E.C.A. was VERY grateful to 

receive all that food.  This year, we have upped our 

goal to a total of 700 cans/ containers.  Same prize:  

if we reach our collective goal, all 

Sunday school classes will have a 
donut party in February! 

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all 3 rd  ð 5th  graders  

who attend the 11:00 service:  

Would you like to participate more in wor-

ship?  We are looking for a few more kids to 

lead the call to worship on a rotating basis.  

This would only be 2 to 3 times per year.  If 

interested, contact Mrs. Sansone for more in-

formation. 


