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Give Up to Gain 
By Cheryl Erndle 

     Lent is the season of spiritual prepa-

ration for Easter in remembrance of the 

suffering, death, and Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.  The Lenten season is ob-

served for 40 days, sans Sundays, begin-

ning Ash Wednesday until midnight on 

the day before Easter. The Scriptures do not mention Lent, 

but traditionally the practice evolved based on Jesusô wil-

derness fast (Matthew 4:1-11) and the temptation of Je-

sus. (Luke 4:1-12) 

     Giving up something has been a common practice dur-

ing Lent.  Listen carefully and you might overhear some-

one decline a special treat by announcing ñNo, thanks, I 

gave that up for Lent.ò  When we give up something arenôt 

we actually gaining something in return?  When we par-

ticipate in the Port-a-Pantry fast we give up eating certain 

food items.  Then by sharing those items with people in 

need, we gain a closer walk with God by following His 

command to care for others. Let them do good, that they 

be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share. (1 

Timothy 6:18) The infinite love of God caused Him to 

give up His Son as a sacrifice for sin so we could gain sal-

vation and everlasting life. For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

     During this Lenten season, let us place ourselves before 

God, humbly acknowledging His blessed gift and confess-

ing our inadequacy by asking for redirection based on our 

repentance.  May we make Lent a season of new begin-

nings by reflecting on Christôs journey to the cross and His 

Resurrection.  Let us draw closer to the Lord and be mind-

ful of His love and sacrifice for us.   

Marcia Sansone to Step Down as  

Childrenôs Ministry Director 
By Alan Hager 

 

(The following communication was sent to the congregation on Febru-

ary 17, 2010.  In case you missed it, here is a printed version.) 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

     We have been blessed to have the wonderful support of 

a capable and caring staff throughout our history at Spot-

sylvania Presbyterian Church.  We have also been blessed 

to have exceptional longevity of our various staff workers.   

We can be grateful for the way that God has called people 

to serve with us and for the way He provides for us even 

through periods of transition. 

     It is time for us as a church family to once again lean 

on the Lord and trust His provision as we prepare for a 

new transition.  Our Children's Ministry Director, Marcia 

Sansone, will be stepping down from her position at the 

end of this May.  Her husband, Steve, has accepted a new 

job and the family will relocate to the Denver area. 

     In addition to the outstanding job Marcia has done for 

the past five years as a staff member, she has supported 

various aspects of the children's ministry throughout her 

years at SPC serving as an elder, teacher, and advocate.  

Marcia has had an effective ministry with adults as well as 

children.   Her leadership and Christian commitment have 

touched many lives and I am very aware that she will be 

greatly missed. 

     While this is a challenging time for our church, we also 

need to remember that this is an exciting time for Marcia 

and her family.  They too can be confident that just as God 

has called them, worked through them, and provided for 

them in the past, He will likewise do so again in the future. 

     The church will be planning some appropriate ways to 

honor Marcia and her family and show our appreciation 

for what they have meant to our church.  We will commu-

nicate these plans to you in the near future through the 

newsletter and email. 

     In the meantime, let us give thanks to the Lord for His 

goodness and let us entrust ourselves anew to the Lord's 

care. 

 

With Godôs Peace, 

 

Pastor Alan 
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Financial Update 
By Scott Corbin, Elder of Finance 

 

ñPraise be to the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

the heavenly realms with every spiritual 

blessing in Christ..ò  Ephesians 1:3 
 

     With the conclusion of another year (I know, itôs 

March, but Iôm writing this in late January), it seemed ap-

propriate to update you on SPCôs financial situation.  For 

those who may be unfamiliar with our finances, all money 

collected at SPC is deposited into our general fund or into 

one of our designated funds.  Designated funds are set up 

for a specific purpose, and money donated to one of these 

funds (Haiti, debt reduction, VBS, etc.) can only be spent 

for that fundôs purpose.  The general fund, also known as 

the operating budget, is what keeps the church open and 

functioning, provides payroll for our staff, and is used for 

various educational resources.   

     As reported in Februaryôs newsletter, we finished 2009 

with a net loss in our operating budget of approximately 

$12,000, and fell short of our budgeted donation goal by 

approximately $91,000.  Thankfully, we were blessed with 

some very good years over the last decade, and were able 

to absorb this $12,000 loss.  But as most of us know all too 

well, these are tough economic times.  While we hope that 

2010 will be a better year financially, we know that we 

cannot simply spend as though the money will be there, 

but must rely on Godôs guidance and follow His plans for 

SPC.   

     One area that is particularly promising is our mortgage.   

As of December 31, 2009, our mortgage balance stood at 

approximately $129,000.  With our current monthly pay-

ments, and your generous contributions to our debt reduc-

tion designated fund, we should have this paid off some-

time in 2012, eliminating approximately $63,000 in ex-

penses from our operating budget.  While a quick payoff 

of the mortgage would provide incredible relief to our 

budget, I do ask that if you wish to contribute to the debt 

reduction fund, please do so in addition to, and not in lieu 

of, your general fund donation, as we still need to meet our 

current operational needs.   

     Finally, I ask that you pray for SPC as we go forward 

into 2010, that we might be better stewards of the bless-

ings that God has bestowed upon us as a congregation. 

SPC In Focus ï A Liturgical Church 
By Alan Hager 

 

     The word liturgy might sound obscure to some or 

maybe even have negative connotations to others.  If peo-

ple are familiar with the word, they might think of formal 

worship services or ñhighò church rituals that are often 

associated with Catholic, Orthodox, or Anglican churches.  

But in fact, liturgy simply refers to structure.  It literally 

means ñserviceò and includes everything that happens in a 

worship service. 

     So it could be said that every church, even the most 

informal and non-structured one, has a liturgy.  What is the 

value then in our describing SPC as being a liturgical 

church?  On the one hand, it means that we recognize and 

appreciate the fact of being ñorderedò in our gathering for 

worship.   That may not sound like much, but it is impor-

tant to realize that we live in a time when many churches 

are trying to avoid altogether any semblance of historic 

traditions related to the church in general and worship in 

particular.  Of course for some churches, appreciating their 

liturgy means that they are set in it and reluctant to change 

even the smallest detail for even a short time.  SPC is a 

liturgical church because we value having an ordered wor-

ship service, but we are not bound to it in a rigid way.  Our 

liturgy is more like the parameters that guide our worship 

rather than a set formula we have to repeatedly follow. 

     Being a liturgical church also means that a church is 

intentional about the way it structures its worship.  At SPC 

we have both contemporary and traditional worship styles, 

but each one is a liturgical service.  That is because each 

service intentionally includes important elements of wor-

ship. These include offerings, the Lordôs Prayer, direct 

readings from the Bible (can you believe this is a fading 

practice in churches?), sacraments, and sermons.  Further-

more, both our contemporary and traditional services are 

liturgical because both have an intentional flow.  This flow 

(liturgy) is shaped by the Bible and the reality of Godôs 

grace.   The broad flow or movement of a worship service 

we see in the Bible begins with praise and adoration of 

God as we come into His presence and recognize His 

goodness; it continues with a time of humble confession as 

worshipers see their need for Godôs grace in light of His 

glory; this portion of worship includes the announcement 

of Godôs grace in the form of assurance and pardon for sin 

from God; the liturgy continues with a time of hearing 

God speak to us through scripture readings and the ser-

mon; the flow continues with an opportunity to respond to 

Godôs grace with prayers, offerings, and commitment re-

sponses of various kinds, stating our faith in creeds and 

making and sharing vows of commitment. (continued on pg. 

3) 
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) 
By Bill Mickelson  
 

     We have a lot of exciting events planned 

for SAM.  Come join us for the fun and fel-

lowship of being a Senior and being a member 

of the ñGO ï GOò Group. 

     Small Group Discussion / Bible Study Sponsored by 

SAM:   Reverend Sue Cyre is leading a small group dis-

cussion / Bible study at SPC on Thursdays.  This is for 

both men and women.  God reveals Himself in the book of 

Exodus as He answers the Pharaohôs questions.  We are 

learning who this LORD is and that He alone is worthy of 

our trust and love.  Come and join us weekly for Bible 

study and fellowship on Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Calvin Room at the church.  This discussion/study time is 

intended to accommodate those persons that do not want to 

drive at night, as well as provide a social time that is not 

otherwise available. 

Sunday, March 14 -  SAM Lunch with Friends:  Join 

fellow members and friends at the Old Country Buffet on 

Route 3 for our monthly gathering.  This luncheon is the 

second Sunday of each month (unless otherwise noted) 

and provides great fellowship and food.  No reservations 

needed ï just pay at the door and look for us in the dining 

room. Tables will be held until 12:45 p.m., so please arrive 

early.  Any questions, call Martie Levere at (540) 220-

4847 and remember we welcome new faces so please 

come join us!!! 

Wednesday, March 31 ï Thursday April 1, Lancaster, 

PA:  We are eagerly anticipating our overnight trip to Lan-

casterôs Millennium Theater to see ñJosephò this spring.  

This trip is currently full.  The bus will leave the Leeôs Hill 

South Community Center at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 

March 31. 

Saturday April 17 (Revised) SPC Church Wide SAM-

sponsored Blood Drive:   Put this on your calendar. 

Contact the Mickelsonôs at 891-8681 or 

bnmick@comcast.net for additional information on any of 

these events. 

 

 

      

Donôt forget  

the upcoming  

Blood Drive!  

 

Saturday, April 17, 2010  

Wednesday Night Dinner Menu  

3 Tacos, pizza, salad, churros  

10 Spaghetti, salad, pizza, cookies & ice cream  

17 Roast beef, cabbage & potatoes, salad, 

pizza, cupcakes  

24 Hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, tater tots, corn, 

salad, ice cream cups  

31   Offñno dinner  

 

The cost for dinner is:   

$3.00 per person  

$10.00 for a family  

 

An awesome bargain!  

SPC In Focus ï A Liturgical Church 
(continued from pg. 2) 
 

     This liturgical flow is similar in both our contemporary 

and traditional services.  Music and prayers intersect 

through all the movements of the worship service as does 

sharing and congregational interaction.  What is important 

to note is that while music is vitally important to Spirit 

filled and biblical worship, music is not the liturgy.  Music 

in some traditions, especially in more contemporary ser-

vices, becomes the source of emotional energy and shapes 

the flow of the service. 

     Again, there is clear biblical support for this liturgical 

order of the service because we see it as the basic pattern 

of many worship experiences cited in the Bible (Isaiah 6, 

Deut. 5, 2 Chron. 5-7), but also because it reflects the Gos-

pel message.  We are called by Godôs grace and we re-

spond in grateful devotion to Him.  Bryan Chapell, in his 

book, Christ-Centered Worship, says that the order of our 

worship should re-present the gospel and be itself an as-

pect of Godôs mission in the world.  May our worship be 

offered in that spirit to the God of all grace. 

 

SPC In Focus is a monthly highlight of the vision and val-

ues of our church.  Previous articles can be found  at the 

church website. 

mailto:bnmick@comcast.net
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 Session Highlights - January 18, 2010 
By George Firehammer 

 

1. Interviewed members of ñEvangelistic Ministry of 

Christ is the Answerò church for possibilities of part-

nering in worship and ministry.  They are a small 

home meeting congregation that desire to connect with 

a local congregation and to offer services the can pro-

vide for facilities and other needs and be given a place 

to worship during the week.   We will need to consult 

with our insurance and Presbytery on impact and li-

abilities before we respond.   

2. Session will honor departing officers at Ryanôs Steak-

house on March 7 after the 11:00 service. 

3. Session will examine new officers on February 15 at 

its regular meeting. 

4. Ordination of new officers will be held at both ser-

vices on February 28.  

5. The annual Session and Deaconate retreat will be held 

at the Mickelsonôs cottage on Saturday, March 13. 

6. In order to facilitate good order and discipline, any 

volunteers and officers wishing to schedule events at 

the church need to understand that the Church Calen-

dar is not a permanent schedule in real time.  Blank 

times are not automatically open.  Each elder must go 

through the regular procedure of first filling out a Fa-

cility Use form and follow through with the church 

staff before publishing that time and space for an 

event.  The calendar is a work in progress.  In order to 

avoid creating conflicts that affects the Pastorôs neces-

sary use of his time and church staff, please assist in 

following these guidelines.   

7. Finance resolved an overpayment of $400 in Benevo-

lences at the end of 2008 with the same amount under-

paid at the end of 2009.  It became a wash.  Session 

approved. 

8. Two designated funds: ñAlpha Program Budgetò and 

ñAlpha Program Donationsò will be combined into 

one line item budget fund, ñAlpha Program Fundò. 

9. Missions will host a ñStop Hunger Nowò project in the 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday, February 13 between the 

hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  It is still looking for 

volunteers to assist in this timely and worthwhile pro-

ject. 

10. ñAlphaò outreach dinner will be held on the evening of 

Saturday, February 6.  Classes will begin a week later. 

11. Evangelism wanted to remind everyone of the impor-

tance of reaching out to the different groups like 

scouts and Minnieland, to welcome them and give a 

positive image and reason why we are here.   We can 

be witnesses of Christôs love by our attitude.   

12. Wedding requests approved:  Heather Stacy and Kevin 

Lee to be performed on March 20, 2010, by Reverend 

Steve Weber of Highway Assembly of God; Casey 

Metheney and Jonathan Eggleston to be performed on 

July 31, 2010, by Reverend Pete Hartwig.  Reverend 

Alan Hager will be in attendance at both weddings.  

13. Baptism correction:  Asher Connelly Everett to be ad-

ministered on January 24, 2010, during the 11:00 ser-

vice. 

14. To assist the pastor to give him more personal time 

with his family, Session approved 2 motions:   

a. Ask retired clergy in the community to give infor-

mal pastoral assistance on a 90 day basis. 

b. Add 5 hours each week to Susan Dillardôs and 

Sheila Millerôs tours of duty for 90 days to com-

plete necessary projects (i.e., Time and Talents 

Survey). 

 

 

Congregational Meeting Highlights   

January 24, 2010 
By George Firehammer 

 

The congregation elected the following officers provided 

by the Nominating Committee with a unanimous ballot. 

 

1. Elder of Youth - Russ Batchelor 

2. Deacon - Ian Scott 

3. Trustee - Julie Olsen  (3rd term) 

4. At large Nominating Committee members: Tanya 

Schilling, Dawn Phillips, Kathy Lilley, and Jim 

McCown (all returning for another term). 

Jewelry Wanted! 

    Itõs only March, but May will be here 

before you know it!  We are in search of 

small items (jewelry, handbags, scarves, etc.) for 

the Spring Haiti/Kenya Yard sale.  Please place your 

donations in the designated box in the Fellowship 

Hall Foyer.  Questions?  Call Joan  

Firehammer at 786 -4629.  

 

My Sincere Thanks ... 

To Alan and the people of SPC for their 

prayers, visits, phone calls, and cards fol-

lowing my cardiac surgery on January 11. 

I was released by my surgeon, Dr. Yoon, on February 8 to 

resume normal activities controlled by a Cardiac Resyn-

chronization Therapy Defibrillator.  Iôll be seeing you at 

SPC! -- Ed Jones 
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Kidsõ Korner 
By Marcia Sansone 

Encouraging children to know and experience the God of Wonder. 

YOU GOT IN THE GAME!  

We collected 736 cans of soup and other non-

perishable food donations!  Thank you to the 5th 

grade Sunday School class, Mr. Clevenger, Mr. Way, 

& Mr. Gaul for counting and loading all the food into 

my van!  The food was taken to S.E.C.A., where it 

will help fight hunger.  You are truly a blessing to 

those in need in our community.  The children en-

joyed their Krispy Kreme donuts and juice on Feb-

ruary 21st.  THANK YOU to everyone who partici-

pated!  

THANK YOU  to Betty Richardson, Dee Dee Slater-
beck, Susan Bosco, Mary Vaughan, & Katherine 
McKinney for helping me prep the supplies for the 
Easter banners.  I REALLY couldnôt have done it with-
out you!  REALLY! 

Communicantsõ Class has begun! 

Please join with us in praying for these 

young people as they  

learn and grow in the Lord.  

VBS 2010:  Son Quest Rain Forest  
Follow Jesus on a Life Changing Adventure!  
Save the date:  July 19 ð 23, 2010 
Adults & Teens:  Please pray about serving 
this summer.   
VBS Directors:  Stacie Batchelor &  
   Becki Rinker  
 

Any questions, please contact Marcia.  

GIFT BIBLES ON PALM SUNDAY  

 
March 28th is a special day for our 5th graders.  The 

Childrenõs Ministry team, along with the 5th grade 

Sunday school teachers, will give each 5th grader a 

Bible in the worship service.  If you have a 5th 

grader, please contact me with your worship ser-

vice preference.   

SEDER MEAL 
 

Iõll be contacting last yearõs Communi-

cantsõ Class to help serve the Seder 

Meal.  Parents, weõll also need some 

of your help, too.  The Seder Meal is 

on Palm Sunday, March 28th, from 

4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.   

PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE  

Kids 4 Christ Club on Wednesday Nights 

 
March 3 & 10         Choose to Trust in God 

March  17      Choose to Praise God 

March 24      Special Event:  Easter 

 
Memory Verse:     ñYou make me glad by your deeds, O 

Lord; I sing for joy at the works of your hands.ò  

Psalm 92:4 

MUSIC & DRAMA: 
The Alleluia Choir (these are the 
children in preschool ɀ 1st grade 
who attend Sunday School) will 
sing in both worship services, on 
Sunday, March 21st.   
 
The Kids 4 Christ Club kids will 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ Á ÄÒÁÍÁ ȰρππϷ #ÈÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 
2ÁÉÎȱ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ !ÐÒÉÌ ρψth at 
both services.   
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RESURRECTION 

ROLLS 
By Marcia Sansone 

 
     Last year the Kids 4 

Christ Club made these 

rolls as they learned about 

Christõs resurrection.  This 

is a fun (& yummy) family 

activity!  Try it at home (and donõt worry about the 

calories!)  I know, the marshmallow represents Jesus!  

Thatõs one of my favorite parts!   

 

Ingredients: 

Pillsbury crescent rolls 

Large marshmallows 

Spray butter or melted butter 

Cinnamon sugar 

 

Directions: 

Have spray butter or melted butter on the table. 

 

Have cinnamon sugar in bowls on the table. 

 

Give each child a crescent roll and a large marshmal-

low. 

 

Just like the women went to put spices on Jesusõ body, 

spray or dip your marshmallow with butter, and then 

put òspicesó on your marshmallow by rolling it in the 

cinnamon sugar mixture. 

 

Put your marshmallow on the dough.  Roll the dough 

around the marshmallow and seal it up tight.  (Be sure 

the dough ends are lightly pinched together.)  Remem-

ber how the guards sealed Jesusõ tomb? 

 

Place the roll on a cookie sheet. 

 

Bake in a 350 degree oven for 15-20 minutes, and then 

weõll get to eat them. 

 

When rolls are done: 

Have kids wash hands. 

 

Serve the rolls and a drink, say a blessing, and enjoy! 

(The rolls will be puffed up just like they were, but 

when the kids bite into them, they will be empty in-

side!) 

 

After they have eaten them, ask:   

What happened to the marshmallow òJesusó inside 

your tomb? 

How do you think the women in the Bible story felt 

when they saw the empty tomb? 

 

SAY:  You were surprised to bite into your roll and 

find it empty.  You knew you had put something in it.  

It was still sealed when it came out of the oven, but it 

was empty!  Imagine how surprised and excited you 

would be if you had visited the tomb and found it 

empty.  How thrilling it would be to realize that every-

thing that Jesus had said and done really was true.  

Only the Son of God could conquer death.  He died to 

save us from our sin.  He rose again to go to Heaven 

to prepare a place for us.  Jesus is alive! 

The SPC 25th Anniversary is this year!  
  

A committee is being formed to plan this 
celebration.   

 
If you are interesting in being part of this 

planning committee, you are very welcome! 
 

Please contact Alan Hager or Rick Spindler 
at 540 834-6983.  

 


