
1 

 

November, 2009 

Volume XI, Issue XI 

Spotsylvania Presbyterian Church 

Finance and Stewardship Update 
By Scott Corbin, Elder of Finance 

THANK YOU!  

     First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of 

you, because your faith is being reported all over the world. 

(Romans 1:8) 

     Just as Paul thanked the Romans for their steadfast faith, 

I would like to thank each and every one of you who do-

nates your time, talent, and money to our Lord and His 

church here at Spotsylvania Presbyterian.  Even with the 

staggering economy and general unease in the job market, 

you have kept your faith and continued to give generously.  

You are the lifeblood of this church, and without your gen-

erous contributions, we wouldn't be able to enjoy many of 

the things we so often take for granted.  Here is a very 

small list of the things that you have made possible around 

our church this past yearé 

 

Parking lot paving, sealing, and painting 

HVAC replacement 

Various mission trips to Haiti, Kenya, Iowa, etc. 

Wednesday night dinners and small group studies 

Dedicated nursery workers 

Youth, mission, and fellowship events 

 

     While we have been able to accomplish quite a bit this 

year, and we are extremely grateful for your continued faith 

and giving, we are realizing that we may not be able to 

maintain our current level of service.  In 2008, we managed 

to spend less than we received, but our donations fell well 

short of our budgeted goals.  It appears that even with a 

reduced budget in 2009, we are headed for a similar result. 

     What does all this mean?  To be honest I'm not com-

pletely sure, but as I write this, we as a Session are work-

ing on next year's budget and trying to determine how we 

will be affected by this extended downturn in the econ-

omy.  These results will obviously be reported to you at 

our congregational meeting later this year. 

     In the meantime, there is something that you can do -- 

volunteer to serve.  While increased tithing would obvi-

ously help, I know that this is not possible for most of us at 

this time.  So instead, become more active and involved in 

the life of the church.  In the next month, you will be re-

ceiving your "Time and Talent" sheet in the mail.  Please 

read through all of the ways you can serve in the church 

and prayerfully consider where the Lord might be calling 

you.  There are many great areas where you can get con-

nected and make a difference in not only the life of our 

church, but also in your own life of faith. 

     Finally, I would like to give a special thank you to our 

finance clerk, Donna McCatharn, our treasurer, and assis-

tant treasurers, the members of our finance committee, and 

those who volunteer their time as counters and head count-

ers.  Your behind-the-scenes contribution to the life of our 

church is greatly appreciated.  Of course, we are always 

looking for additional counters and would love to see new 

faces at our committee meetings! 
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 Dates to Remember 

6-8ð Middle School Retreat 

14 ð Haiti Yard Sale 

17 ð Presbyterian Women 

22ñCongregational Meeting  

Welcome New Staff at SPC 
By Reverend Hager 

 

     We are excited to welcome two new staff 

members to our SPC family.  Susan Dillard is our new 

church secretary and Sheila Miller is our Ministry Support 

Coordinator.  Both have begun their work in the office and 

are happy to meet you and support the ministry needs of 

the congregation. 

     Susan will be assisting with the financial area of ad-

ministration.  She will be the coordinator of congregational 

care and work directly with the pastor and deacons to com-

municate and document the special needs of the members 

and friends of the church.  Susan will also support the min-

istries of outreach and new member orientation. 

     Sheila will primarily be involved with church publica-

tions such as the newsletter and bulletin.  So when you 

have items for the bulletin or newsletter, please send them 

to Sheila at the church.  She will also be responsible for 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) 
By Bill Mickelson  
 

     We have a lot of exciting events planned 

for SAM this year. Come join us for the fun 

and fellowship of being a Senior and being a 

member of the ñGO ï GOò Group. 

     Small Group Discussion/Bible Study Sponsored by 

SAM:   Reverend Sue Cyre is leading a small group dis-

cussion/Bible study at SPC every Thursday. This is for 

men and women and will last 10 weeks. In response to 

Mosesô request that Pharaoh let Godôs people go, Pharaoh 

asks, ñWho is the LORD that I should obey him?ò  God 

reveals Himself in the book of Exodus as He answers the 

Pharaohôs question.  We will learn who this LORD is and 

that He alone is worthy of our trust and love.  Come and 

join us weekly for Bible study and fellowship on Thurs-

days at 11:00 a.m. at the church.  Bring a bag lunch. We 

will continue to November 19.  This discussion / study and 

time is intended to accommodate those persons that do not 

want to drive at night, as well as provide a social time that 

is not otherwise available. 

     December 13 - SAM Christmas Luncheon:  This 

luncheon will be held in a private dining room at Ryanôs 

Steak House in Central Park (next to Wal-Mart) at 12:15 

p.m.  The cost is $13.00 per person.  This includes dinner, 

gratuity, and tax and must be paid in advance.  Please 

make your check out to SPC with ñSAM Event ï Christ-

mas Luncheonò in the memo line.  Place your check (NO 

CASH) in the Communication Box ï not in the offering 

plate.  The sign-up deadline is December 8, so sign up 

early.  This event will be on our regular luncheon date, but 

will be held at Ryanôs instead of Old Country Buffet. 

     December 13 National Symphony Orchestra (NSO) 

Pops Christmas Show:  Happy Holidays! / Marvin Ham-

lisch, Conductor:  Step out of the cold and allow time-

honored holiday classics to warm your heart!  The NSO 

Pops captures the spirit of the holiday season in this Ken-

nedy Center tradition.  The bus will leave the Leeôs Hill 

South Community Center at 3:30 p.m.  The cost is $50.00 

per person for the bus and performance.  The tickets are 

half price for good seats -- an amazing deal!  The meal is 

on your own in the Kennedy Center Café. 

     March 31 ï April 1, 2010, Lancaster, PA:  We have 

confirmed this date to see the production of Joseph at the 

spectacular Millennium Theater.  We slipped the date by 

one day so that we could schedule a ñBehind the Scenesò 

tour.  Save the date and join us!  Watch future SPC Posts 

for more information. 

     SPC Church-Wide SAM Sponsored Blood Drive:  

Check the SPC Post for more details. 
 

      

 

overseeing the database of the church. 

     As we welcome our new staff workers, we also want to 

offer heartfelt appreciation for the work Mark Douglass 

has provided in his administrative assistant role over the 

past several years.  In the midst of change, we can be 

grateful to God for his faithful guidance and support of our 

congregation as he has provided for our office and admin-

istrative needs. 

    When you are in the church, be sure to stop by and give 

a warm welcome to Susan and Sheila.  I know you will 

enjoy meeting them! 

New Staff (Continued from page 1) 

SPC History Snapshot  
  By John Parkinson 
 

Hazelwild Farm Era ï 

Continued 
     Hazelwild Farm served as 

SPCôs home from September 

23, 1983, until November 23, 

1986, when the current sanc-

tuary was dedicated.  By 

March 1984, continued growth reached the capacity of the 

farmôs modern educational facility.  Elizabeth Morrison 

offered the use of her dairy barn that had been converted to 

serve Hazelwild Farmôs weekday pre-school.  It was a 

comfortable venue for weekend services.  Accommodating 

more than 150 worshippers, the facility soon became 

known as ñThe Cow Palaceò.   

     Perhaps one of the activities that helped to bring the 

worshippers together was the weekly ritual of replacing 

nursery school furniture with adult-sized folding chairs 

and worship aids.  This was not a small task, inasmuch as 

the reverse process had to be completed after services so 

preschoolers could use the building during the week. 

    The Hazelwild Farm location provided many opportuni-

ties for fellowship, picnics, and recreational experiences.  

Christmas Eve services in a barn with a live infant Jesus 

and farm animals in a stable were particularly memorable. 

     As a reminder, pictures and accounts of historical inter-

est are always welcome and may be placed in the Librarian 

Church Historian box adjacent to the church office. 
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Advent Workshop - Sunday, December 6 
 3:30-5:30 pm 

     What is it?  We set up the Fellowship Hall with Advent 

craft stations for all ages.  You choose which crafts you 

want to do, going from table to table.  You may choose to 

take a break and have a few cookies.  Itôs a chance to catch 

up with old friends or meet new people.  You may decide 

to help your child make a craft that will hang on the 

tree...forever!  You see a craft that you think youôd never 

be able to make, but find that with the correct supplies and 

help, you can!  Itôs a really fun, relaxing time, and you 

walk out of the church with your hands full of wonderful 

Advent/Christmas crafts!  THIS IS A WONDERFUL 

MEMORY MAKER! 

     If you are able to help prep or help that day, please con-

tact Laura Hoppe.  If would like to donate money to pur-

chase supplies, please make a note on the memo line of 

your check: ñFel.Sp.Eventò.  Thank you! 

Session Highlights 

September 21, 2009 
By George Firehammer, Clerk of Session 

 

Session met with appointed members of Presby-

tery concerning Sessionôs recent decision to with-

hold per capita contributions to Presbytery and 

relayed concerns SPC has with actions of the de-

nomination. . 

Jimmy Yager resigned as deacon.  A candidate 

needs to be nominated to complete his term.  

Becky Ray will be the new ñHappy Concernsò 

deacon for positive events in memberôs lives. 

Susan Dillard has been hired as Church Secretary 

with backup to Donna McCatharn and Sheila 

Miller has been hired as Ministry Support Coordi-

nator. 

Session approved a new budget item for Chil-

drenôs Ministry for designated funds: CH:DF 

Playground to donate for replacement of worn 

playground equipment and repairs to landscaping. 

Evangelism/New Member Committee announced 

its fall schedule for outreach with radio ads run-

ning through just before Christmas, postcards in 

the Val Pak , and a new mobile sign in use.  We 

are considering using the free announcements 

during Christmas using various church choirs.   

Scott Corbin has been approved as Assistant 

Nominating Committee Chairman for next year. 

Adult Ministry has been appointed by Session to 

be the accountable ministry for the Anniversary, 

Church Renewal, and Homecoming events for 

next fall.   Each committee will provide a member 

to participate in planning and carrying out events. 

Jennifer Metikosh has been transferred to First 

Presbyterian Church in Vernon, PA. 

Catherine (Kay) Fisher was deceased August  

   20, 2009. 

 SPC Session Makes Marriage Statement 
By Reverend Hager 
 

     The church Session issued a statement on the nature of 

marriage for a denominational task force studying the 

topic at its meeting on October 19, 2009.  It is printed be-

low as a way to keep the congregation informed of matters 

facing the broader church and the actions our Session is 

taking.  Members of Session will join me in making indi-

vidual comments for the task force in the near future as 

well.  The task force was appointed by the Moderator of 

our denomination at the 2008 General Assembly.  This 

group has met several times to study the nature of mar-

riage, civil unions, and the pastoral implications of minis-

tering in a changing culture.  You can learn more about the 

work of the study group and find a link to make your own 

comments to the group (responses need to be received by 

November 15) at www.presbycoalition.org. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

     We are writing in response to the work of your study 

group and the invitation to hear comments from people in 

the church.  We are the Session of Spotsylvania Presbyte-

rian Church (SPC) in Fredericksburg, VA. 

  

     We strongly believe the church should uphold the view 

of marriage as one man and one woman.  We also believe 

the church needs to teach and advocate that sexual activity 

is a gift from God limited to this one man-one woman 

marriage relationship.  This is consistent with the teaching 

of the Bible and our church constitution.   

  

     As our denomination considers embracing alternate 

views of marriage and sexual activity, it has a detrimental 

impact on churches like SPC.  Our church will lose mem-

bers and our ability to partner with the mission of the 

broader denomination will be weakened if more 

"progressive" views on marriage and sexual activity are 

adopted.   

  
     This is not a threat, but a simple statement of fact that 

has proven to be true in our congregation when 

other issues of morality have been debated in the denomi-

nation. Our only hope to retain members is to assure them 

that this is not what the leadership of SPC believes by not 

sending money to the denomination or actively promoting 

the ministries of the broader church.  So please help pre-

serve the unity of the PCUSA by supporting the view of 

marriage as one man and one woman. 

  

 

Sincerely, 

  

Alan Hager 

Moderator, Spotsylvania Presbyterian Church 
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Scouting News 
By Randy Wilson 

 

Boy Scout News 
Boy Scout Troop 171:  The Troop has been extremely 

active ranging from those magnificent men in their flying 

machine to staying on the most heavily decorated battle-

ship, to performing many different forms of community 

service. 

     We began last month with the Mattaponi District 

Spring Camporee that was held at the Flying Circus Aero 

dome in Bealeton.  Congratulations to the Boys of Troop 

171 for doing their best! The troops were competing in the 

following areas: campsite inspection, scout knowledge 

quiz, and performing a campfire skit or song.  Our Boys 

carried the day with the overall high score and won the 

ñBaden Powell Awardò.  In addition to the award, they 

received a new camp stove for the troop. 

     Last month, I reported on our participation in the Honor 

Flight Network and honoring WWII Veterans.  We re-

ceived some wonderful feedback from the Honor Flight 

Network and the Veterans regarding our participation.  We 

continued our WWII theme and our crew of 17 (6 adults 

and 11 boys) ventured to Camden, New Jersey.  We spent 

the night aboard the Battleship New Jersey (BB-62), 

toured the ship, and worked on the American Heritage 

Merit Badge. 

     The troop also performed our quarterly trash pickup 

along the Spotsylvania Parkway, our adopted highway 

where we have a two-mile segment.  The troop supported 

Carl Wiltenmuth with his Eagle Scout Service project, fo-

cusing on conservation at the Izaak Walton League in 

Spotsylvania. The troop also hosted fellowship time on 

October 25th. 

     Congratulations to Brad White on attaining the rank of 

Eagle Scout! 

     November brings the annual Scouting for Food Cam-

paign.  In 2010, the Boy Scouts of America will celebrate 

its Centennial Anniversary.  There are many Scout Centen-

nial activities planned: the Centennial Spring Camporee at 

Goshen Scout Reservation; a Centennial Scout Parade in 

Washington, DC; Scouting on the Mall in Washington, 

DC; and the National Jamboree to be held at Fort A.P. 

Hill, in our District. There is also a BSA Alumni Group 

that is forming for all former scouts. 

     Cub Scout Pack 171: Has been very active this fall. 

The WEBELOS attended the Mattaponi District Fall Cam-

poree and had a great time. 

 

Girl Scout News 
Girls Scout Troop 493 has started a new journey, 

"Breath", and the first year Cadets are learning about the 

air and their space.  The girls are also busy selling nuts.  

They had two camping trips in the month of October.  

They camped in Colonial Williamsburg and attended a 

Girl Scout Jamboree; they also camped with our service 

unit at Camp Kittaqumund (also known as Camp Kitty).  

In September, the troop walked along the Rappahannock 

River and had a picnic. The girls experienced what the 

Native Americans would have eaten this time of year by 

trying some of the Pawpaws. 

     Girl Scout Troop 919 also had a busy October.  They 

journeyed to Colonial Williamsburg to attend the Girl 

Scout Councilôs Jamboree.  They earned the Exploring 

Williamsburg Program Patch by exploring certain histori-

cal venues.  Fifteen girls also attended the Service Unitôs 

Fall Camporee.  Nut orders arrived and the girls are now 

fully involved in booth sales; the proceeds will pay for 

various troop activities and awards. 

     November will be just as busy as the troop participates 

in Goodwill to Others, a collaborative effort by Common-

wealth Council and Goodwill Industries.  For every 300 

pounds of donations received on November 7th, Goodwill 

will provide a check for $50 to Social Services that will be 

given to a family in need to be used for goods in their 

store.  The troop also plans to attend the Service Unitôs 

Investiture Service.  They currently have eight new scouts 

waiting to receive their pins. 

     Troops 493 and 919 would like to wish you all a very 

blessed and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Adopt an ñAngelò  

for Christmas 
By Stan Huie 

 

     Every child has a story.  For 

one and a half million American 

children, that story is filled with the abandonment, loneli-

ness, and shame that comes from having a mom or dad in 

prison. For many, it may also include following their par-

ents down the same destructive road to incarceration.  

Through the Angel Tree Program, we find ways to reach 

out to children by sharing Christ's love with them at 

Christmas and by developing year-round relationships. In 

the end, itôs so much more than giving Christmas gifts - it's 

about camps, outreach programs, and restoring families.  

Please consider helping us to re-write these stories from 

ones of desperation to ones of hope! 

     The starting point for the Angel Tree Program is con-

tact through the Christmas Angel Tree.  A volunteer pur-

chases Christmas presents for a child and that same volun-

teer or other volunteers will deliver presents to the child in 

the name of their incarcerated parent with a Christmas 

message from the parent.  Please consider taking an angel 

from the tree and purchasing Christmas presents.  Two 

Christmas presents for each child will be purchased for 

about fifteen to twenty dollars each with a maximum of 

about thirty to forty dollars per child.  Further instructions 

will be found at the Angel Tree.  Contact Stan Huie with 

further questions. 
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Kidsõ Korner 
By Marcia Sansone 

Encouraging children to know and experience the God of Wonder. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
     LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΗ  !ƭǊŜŀŘȅΗ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎπ
essing warehouse in North Carolina and 
it was AWESOME to see thousands of 
boxes stacked up and ready to be 
shipped to children all over the world. 
     How can you be involved?   
 

Pick up a brochure in the Narthex or 
Fellowship Foyer. 
Follow the directions on the bro-
chure and pack a shoebox, or two, or three! 
Make sure to follow their guidelines.  They are not allowing 
any oversized boxes.  Fill a regular sized shoebox or pur-
chase a plastic shoebox from the dollar store, Wal-Mart, 
Target, etc.  I have found using the plastic shoeboxes are 
great.  The child will have the box to keep and I can just put 
stickers on it to decorate, and not bother wrapping it! 
Follow the directions concerning donating money for ship-
ping. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǿǊŀǇ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻȄΣ όȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ I!±9 ǘƻύΣ ǊŜπ
ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿǊŀǇ ƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
open it.  All boxes are inspected at the warehouse, and 
they add a few more items if there is room. 
Return to church on or before, Wednesday, Nov. 18th.   

 
     Still confused?  Go to the SPC website for more information, 
ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻΥ  ǿǿǿΦǎŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴǎǇǳǊǎŜΦƻǊƎΦ  ²ŀƴǘ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
ask?  Contact me at church. 

PASSPORT TO 
ADVENTURE  

Kids 4 Christ Club Kids Memorize Scripture 
and Learn to Make Good Choices 

     Congratulations to the kids who memorized I Timothy 
пΥмнΥ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ 
are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity.  

     Way to go kids!  Our next memory verse is:  Make 
sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always 
try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. (I 
Thessalonians 5:15)   

     The choices we have learned about so far are:  
Choose to believe in Jesus, Choose to be an example, 
and Choose to be kind. In November, we will focus on 
Choosing to Pray and Choosing to be loyal.  Our last club 
night will be on November 18, 2009, before we take a 
break until the New Year.   

GIGGLE Girls  

GIGGLE girls are back!   If you are a 

girl in 4 th  or 5 th  grade and you havenõt 

come to GIGGLE girls, itõs not too late!  

We have a super group that meets on the 1 st  and 

3rd  Sundays of the month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m. in the Temple Courtyard classroom.   

Leaders:  Anne Longenecker & Beth Yager  

CHILDRENõS SERMON SERIES 

It was great learning about The Lordõs 

Prayer.  In November weõll focus on stew-

ardship and begin Advent.  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT:  Christmas Eve  

This is a WONDERFUL activity to be involved in!  We have parts 

for children two years old and up.  A sign -up sheet will be up in the 

Childrenõs Hall on the small bulletin board the beginning of Novem-

ber to help our director, Jeanne Koch, determine how many parts 

we need.  We will have a practice schedule available at that time.  

(Will probably be Wednesday nights after Thanksgiving.)  Other 

adults will be needed to help as well.  Sign up on the same bulletin 

board or contact Marcia.   

 

ADVENT CALENDARS -  One Per Family  

Calendars will be available in the Narthex the mid-

dle of November.  Please stop by and pick up one 

per family to post on your refrigerator or high traffic 

area, and count down to Christmas with us. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT 
 NOVEMBER 6-8 

Concord Retreat 
Concord Retreat is in the giant metropolis of Yellow 

Spring, WV (just outside Winchester, VA). Sure to be 

an awesome weekend! See the packing list on the web-

site. Meet at the church at 5:30 p.m. Friday night. 

COST - $105 

If you plan on playing paintball, add $20. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT 
DECEMBER 4-6 
Camp Willow Run 

A new place altogether! Camp Willow 

Run is on Lake Gaston in North Carolina. Maybe a 

little chilly for swimming (maybe?), but a great loca-

tion nonetheless! 

COST prior to Nov. 23 - $95 

After Nov. 23 - $105 

 

HOW TO MAKE AN EXPENSIVE  
RETREAT A LITTLE CHEAPERé 

Apply for financial aid. Itôs confidential (i.e. no one 

will know). Those families with multiple students are 

strongly encouraged to apply...we want to give you the 

money! Applications available online. 

 

Memorize Scripture, specifically Romans 10:9-10 

(NIV). Recite it EXACTLY to three different youth 

leaders (separately, not all at once), and get their  

signatures. Weôll give you $10 off. BTW, if the youth 

leaders have to look it up, feel free to give them a hard 

time too! 

FORMS? MORE INFO? FIND IT ALL ON: 
www.spcontheweb.org  

 
Opportunity to Serveé 

Help sort, organize, and prepare for the semi-annual 

Haiti/Kenya Missions Yard Sale. The sale itself is on Sat-

urday, November 14, but preparations will be ongoing 

throughout the prior week. Itõs a great way to help 

and you may be able to cut 

a deal on some undiscov-

ered treasure! If you have 

questions about how you 

can get involved, contact 

Tim Habecker.  

November  

YOUTH MINISTRY 


